
THJII PARISH OJ UAPPA or CAPPAGH. 

SITUATION. This Parish is situated in the Barony of Lower 
Connello and is bounded ou the north by the Parishes of Uroagh 
and BantenanJ on the east and south by Croagh and on the west 
by Bantenan. 

NAIii. The name of this Parish is not of ecclesiastical 
oriain but derived from that of the town:i.and in which the or
iainal Parian Church was placed, The word Cappa or Ceapaoh, 
which is the name of hundreds of townlands in Ireland, is used 
in the Irish Lite of St. ~evin (Trin. Col. H.4. 4.) t.o signify 
a plot of ground laia. out for tillage and it is used in the 
same sense throughout the Co. of Roscommon. 

The ruins of the old Church are in tolerable preservation 440 
and situated on level ground in the Townland of Cappa. This 
building is fifty three feet in length and fourteen feet in 
breadth. The east gable contains a window of considerable 
size, which is semi-circular at top on the inside, constructed 
of chiselled stones and measuring tAn feet in height and four 
feet six inches in width. On the outside it is pointed, con
structed of chiselled lime stones and measures four feet nine 
inches in height and one foot six inches in width. It is six 
feet from the present level of the ground a~d divided into two 
parts {lights). 
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At the distance of three feet three inches from the esst 
gable there is on tile south wall a window whose head 0n the 
inside is a flat arch and whi ct1 measurt- s f1 ve feet in height and 
three feet in width. On the outside it is pointed and me~sures 
three feet six and a half inches in height and only six inches 
in width. 

At the distance o:f thirtet~n feet from this win:iow ·~h : same 
wall contains another window o:f the same form and dimensions. 

At the distance o:f fifteen feet six inches ~rom tbe west 
gable the same (south) W3ll cont~ins tha doorway which is flat
arched at top on the inside and pointed on the outside; on the 
inside it is seven feet nine inches in height and three feet 441 
ten inohe~ in width and un tns cutside six feet tnree inclies 
in height and three feet three tnchPS in width. Between thja 
doorway and the west gable !-Ind 8. t. the" dis te,nce of three feet 
two inches from the ~outh We8t oornRr, there are two quadrang-
ular windows of the same size, one over the other, the lo~er 
being tour feet six inches from the pres~nt level of tbH ground 
and the other two feet six inches over the first. They measure 
on the inside three feet four inches by two feet seven inches 
and on the outside one foot seven inches in height and ~ix in-
ches in wiith and are constructed of cut lime stone. 

The west gable is surmounted by a small belfry consisting 
of one semicircular arch, constructed of cut lime stone. This 
gable also contA. ins a window placed ci.t the height of eight feet 
from the ground and measuring on the inside about six feet in 
height and three feet Rix inches in width anct on the outside, 
where it is pointed and constructed of chiselled lime stone, 
three feet six inches in height and :five inches in width. The 
north wall is featureless. 

The side walls of this Church are about fifteen feet 1n 

height (of which three feet is a parapet) and two feet ten in
ches in thiakness and all well built of hammered stones cemented 
with lime and sand mortar. There is a lA-rge grave yard attacned 
to this Churoh but it is not now much used as a cemetery. About 
half a mile to the west of this Church and iri the same Towriland 
stands the ruins of the Castle of Cappa, c,:f which the not th 442 

• wall and six feet of the west wall nnly remain. The w~ll re
maining is about seventy feet high and fiVP feet thick and has 
windows and apertures for five floors. It 1s built on a low 
rock on which parts of the WA.lls of the "cour-t" attached to 
this Castle remain to thA height of about thirty feet. This 
was a truly magnificent str·uct1.u·e when perfect and reflectR 
honor on the noble family of Desmor.d, by WrJ0m 1t W3s erected. 
It is thus described by Fitzgerald in bis His~ory of tae co. 
of Limertokt-
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•The Parish of Cappa is situated to tne north of Reth
keale; near the Village is a handsome house and improvements 
belongin1 to Robert Peppard, Bsq. At some distance to the 
southward is Cappa Castle, onoe a noble struoture, half of 
which only now remains to shew its former grandeur; it is at 
least one hundred feet high including the mound on which it 
is builtJ the coigne stones are all square and polished; the 
windows are at various heights accord.ing to the differ,,,nt loft-
ings, being formed of carved stone and arched. The Castle is 44~ 
surrounded by an embattled wall enclosing an ar·ea of' thirty 
five yards by twenty four; it is built, according to tr~dition, 
by the Fitzgeralds, of which family there were two brothers. 
one of whom lived in Cappa Castle and the other in a Castle 
near Holly-Park, north of it, to whom also belonged th~t of 
Cappa• i,a1e 3159. 

Antiquities examined by lfr. A. Curry. 
J. O'Donovan. 


